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appointments by tiie phehidknt.
Henry 8. l'otter, peatmantor at Port Huron, Midi

gaii.
Hlierwood 8. Merritt, postmaster at Norwich, Ne

York.

IMPOBTW AND KXPOBTd OK THE UNTED 8TATI
KOlt THE LAST FISCAL YEAIt.

Wo have prepared with groat care, from an oi]
fial Hourco, the uubjoined statement, exhibiting tl
vaiuo of foreign merchanditio imported into, an

exported from, tho United Stateu during the fiso
year ending Juno 30, 1H57; also, tho valuo of d<
mastic produce exported during the same period :

Impoiui Specie - - - $12,461,71
Freegoods 54,267,5(
Dutiable 204,ICO,81

'i'.Atra! vrtt uv\t\ ij

Foreign export*.Specie . 9,058,5'
Free (foods---- 4,313,84
Dutiiiblo. 10,591,64

Total- - 23,061,01
Domestic export*..Bpeclo 60,078,34

Merchandise 278,906,71

Total 338,985,06

Total exports- foreign and domestic--362,919,11
THE RESIGNATION OK JUDGE CURTIS.

Of late years the New York Ever:ng I'ost has in

been distinguished for its success or its clmrity i
assigning motives for the acts of parties or indivic
uals. In yesterday's issue of that journal, under th

caption of ">» judge driven from the bench," we fin
th© following characteristic article ;

"Judge Curtis, in resigning his seat upon the bench <

the Supreme Court at this time, lets taken a step whic
requires further explanation. 'Hie reasons, and Die onl
reasons, which have transpired, are not of a controllin
character. Doubtless he could make more by ids pr<
tension, but Ure sahoy is as high now as it was in 1851
when he left that profession. It is equally proliublc, i

the Worcester Palladium suggests, that 'the politict
character which the court now Iras, us Die consequence <

its decision in tho Drcd Scott cose, must render it muh
si ruble for Judge Curtis to continue tho relation with fe
low-judges in whose opinions lie cannot coincide, an

whose decisions ho can scarcely respect, if, like that oik

they are to tie founded upon usurimtion ?' but UiAt, s

far from being a sufficient reason for leaving tho kcncl
ought to lie a conclusive one for his retaining il
The fact that a judge is in a minority in the com

of which iiu l'oi iiis a |«vrt was never esteemed an excui
for leaving it; if it were, we should have no court
since every judge occasionally finds tho majority of li
associates differing from him in opinion. If his di
fercueo with the court upon this {msticulnr ease hi
bmught with it special iienalties, if he is met wit
scowls uml sneers in tho consultation room, if h
suggestions in regard to the business of tho court ai

unheeded, or are treated with marked disrespect, as the
aro reported to have been, ho mucli the more impcri
tive was h'n duty to remain and vludieate the dignity an

indc|>ondenoo of at least that ' action of the court whk
ho constituted.
" Wo do not see how Judge Curtis could consult li

ease by resigning at a time when ouch a step was liable
a construction so extremely unfavorable to the rent of tl
court without an apparent desertion of h's duty. Tl

riiblic are entithd to some better reason than any thi
ave ruovhcd us for his abandoning a post to which, t

his own act, he had given unusual importance. It is
least entitled to know precisely the chain :tcr and extei
of the annoyances which Judge Curtis has exchanged f<
the ancient ease and emoluments of b's proicssion."
Tho public announcement of the resignation <

Judge Curtis was immediately followed by an art
cle in the Boston Courier, in wb'ch it was uncquiv
cally stated that tho reasons which had induce
Judge C. to take tho step which excited so muc

surprise wore pvely of a private nature. Tl
known f-iendly relations between tho editor of tl
Courier and Judge Curtis warranted, and still wa

was an authorized one. In confirmation of thin ii
prcssion, wo may add that wo have seen a leth
from Judgo Curtis to a gentleman in this city,
which he states that he was led to resign his scat t

the Supremo Bench in consequence of the inad
quacy of tho salary.having found from experiem
that his official income was insufficient to cduca
his children and to support an establishment at tl
seat of government in keeping with the dignity
his high judicial position.
Tho general reason assigned by tho Courier w:

yiito sufficient, wo think, to have saved Judgo Curt
from the offensive officiousness of intrusive inquirk
We should not, however, bo at all surprised, even

the face of our additional explanation, if the Po
wero next to ask for a public exhibit of tho Judge
private accounts, in order to satisfy black-repuhlica
ism whether tho pocuniary demands of Washingtc
landlords, storekeepers, butchers, and hucksters ai

inconveniently high, or extravagant figures lia\
boon assumed to conceal political proscription in tl:
highest judicial tribunal in the country.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF CONFESSIONS.
When young America, being charged with son:

school offence, was informed if ho would confess tl:
fact of having committed it, this would save half
the punishment, ho replied thathe would confess twic
and save tho whole. Tho black-ropuhlican organs
Vimv York norun disoosed to ltrofit hv tliiu nawulii

precedent.
A resolution passed the legislature at Albany lm

-winter to amend the constitution, placing whites an

negroes upon the same level as electors, which wi

deposited in tho executive chamber, where it slo)
until dead, with suspicions that it had been strangle
by hiB excellency. In attempting to avert the su

picion of playing false to the negroes, these journa
have resorted to tho precedent of young Americ
and claim immunity on acoount of multiplicity <

confessions. They seek to screen Governor Kin
from censure for suppressing the negro-levelling rei

olution by insisting that he strangled another askin
an amendment of tho constitution authorizing legist;
tive protection of the rights of tho voter at the poll
Doubting whether this would prove suftisient, tin
confess to half a dozen other omitted executive di
ties growing out of legislative resolutions.

VVe suspect they have provod too much to oxctu

or screen his excellency for having omitted to pe
form his appropriate duties. An exense may answi

a young American juvenile, hut fails to serve an ol
black-republican King, who swore to obey and ex

cute the constitution and laws.

A NEW EXPORT r#TTY ORDERED 'IN TOfefO RKX»
A royal orddr of great iinj)Ortnnce ttt our mercantileclasses, bearing date May 5,1857, liaa recently1

;= been issued in Porto Rico. It provides for the entire

. extinction of the Macuquina money that has long
m been tlie circulating medium in that island, by the

government changing it for Spanish money, at a

it- discount of it* per cent, on Macuquino currency,
1 This royal order was published in the island by the
mr Captain-general, Fernando Cotoner, by proclamation
br or circular, dated July 27, and is now in force. There

was at that date, according to the most reliable cal-
eolation, about a million and a half dollars of this do-
preciated currency in circulation in tho island, and
the loss incurred by the government in the operation

u- of changing, freights, expenses of recoiuing, Ac., i

will, In the aggregate, amount to about 30 per
w cent., or (say) $450,000. This government is to be ,

indemnified for this loss by an export duty on pro- >

K dnce of the 1island, commencing August 4, (last
month,) as follows : I

15. On sugar, 61 cents per 100 pounds.
,0 On coffee, 25 do. do,

(
id On tobacco, 371 do. do.
n| On molasses, 50 Cents per cask.
:). On rum, $1 per cask. I

These export duties are to be collected until the <

l!) whole sum is paid off
Iii reference to thin chiuigo the intelligent gontlo_

man who represents tho commercial interest* of the
U United StateB at St. Jolm's, Porto ltico, informs the

Department of State, under a late date, that "the

17 change will be beneficial to the island, but I fear,
. from the wording of the circular, it is iutendod to
<J prevent the circulation of all foreign moneyH as a

'jj legal tender, which will cause great inconvenience."
The tariff of Porto Rico in force since November

'5 1, 1851, exempts from export duties the articles

^ comprised in the preceding category. The first articlo
of this tariff is thus translated : "The products of the
island, excopt timber, are free from all export duty,

^ both municipal and of tho government." In Mr.
11 Rcuss' "Calculations and Statements" relativo to

the American trade tho Macuquino dollar is consid0orod an anomaly. Its fineness is stated to bo only
d 9 dineros, or 9-12, and weight 15 dwts. 11 grains,

making its value from about 73 cunts to 75 cents,
jf but it is more commonly estimated at from about 3s.

v "2Jd. to 3s. 4d., the usual exchange being 96 to the
g XI. In reference to tho fears entertained by our re1

spected consul at St. John's, in the extract from his
is communication to tho Stato Department which we

'J. have quoted, wo think that thero is greater reason

j. to apprehend that these temporary export duties
I- will be continued and become permanent after the
'' special purpose for which they are imposed shall
o have been accomplished. Similar special taxeB,
'> both upon imports and exports, have been provided
^ in tho neighboring island of Cuba to meot special de...llw.ou !.<« ulill ..viut

!' a burden upon commerce, wh-lo the special demands j
f. have long since been amply and fully gratifiod. t
w These duties, wo must remember, and even higher 1

^ duties than those now prescribed, have heretofore "

re been levied on exports from Porto Kico ; and when t
y we consider that the Unitod States has nearly three- 11

fourths of the foreign commerce of the island, the h
h importance of such changes, and their eflfect upon "

American commercial interests, cannot be over-esti- .,h K
to mated. The total value of imports from tho island v
'® lust year was $3,870,963, of which sugar alone '

nt amounted to $3,239,152. Tho quantity imported for ,

>y this sum was 73,066,022 lbs., the new duty on which 1

would amount to the snug figure of over $45,000 in J
>r round numbers. Had the late high prices of sugars i

continued, this additional tax would bo sensibly felt J
by tho consumor in the United States. ,

;i-
o-

*

TOE SUCCESSION. 1

id Our political adversaries seem to bo amusing them- fi

ih selves with speculations concerning tho successor of 1
ie President Buchanan. Thoir purposes arc quito ap- J
ic parent, however much they may attempt to disguise (

r-, them. They have one great leading object in view. r

nt and that iB, to distract, divido, and conquor tho de- J
n- mocracy. They know that there aro in tho demo- r

cr cratic ranks a largo number of men of talents, exinperienco, and integrity who aro qualified for the
>n presidency, and who may b© safely elected to that
e- high office. They aro equally conscious of the fact
:e that the enemies of tho democracy havo never elected
te a man to tho presidency who has not proved his cnletiro incompetency or unfitness, and failed to comofmand the votos of his countrymen for ro-olcctiou.

All they now expect is, not an ascendency of their
18 principles, but they liopo to occasion a division of
is the democracy, through which to secure a plurality

election, and a chance at tho federal offices. They
in anticipate consequences from democratic division
st which they can never expect from n consideration of
's (ho morits of their principles. It rests with the domn-ocratic party to determine whether they will invito
in defeat by divisions upon a question to ho decided
re three years hence, which may involve issues yet to
'c ho formed. It is our deliberate opinion that no sagaiecious and true friend of tho democracy will lend himself,or permit his friends, so far to become the instrumentof our enemies as now to devote thoso enorgiesto the question of succession which should bo

directed to tho overthrow of our old and untiring
f enemy.

° HON. CALEB CUvSIIING.
" Wo perccivo by tho Boston journals that Hon.
ir Galeb CiiHliing is about to engage in the practico of

the law in lliat city in conjunction with Sidney Wobstor,esq., formerly private secretary to President
Pierce. Tho whole country, wo believe, are sigreed

w in regard to the commanding intellect, profound erudition,and almost marvellous attainments of the late
Attorney General of the Unitod Btates ; and as long
as be remains at the bar, we presume there will be

'K but few important cases in the higher courts of MasR'sacbusetts in which his professional services will not
be retained. His associate and junior, Mr. Webster,

K is peculiarly well qualified to win and retain the contiilencoof the business community.clear-headed,
lilsTally odncated, of largo experience, and prompt
and persovering in tlio discharge of official duty.
The proposed partnership has elicited the follow^ing notice from the Boston Post:
" The Boston public, wo are confident, will be pleased

to learn the fact that these gentlemen contemplate open16'nR n "H""® here, for there is a want of such talent st
the Boston lwr as they will hring to it. Gen. Cushing'sr genius, erudition, well stored and acute legal mind will

pr find ready and Ample employment In this great oommer|(]did miirt, while the careful business hsl>it«, severe professioual training, and highly cultivated understanding°* of Mr. Weiwter qualify him, very happily, for the associa
tion designed."

FHE NEW CABINET. -THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
We arc indebted to the New Hampshire Patriot

for tiie following Well-written biographical sketch ol
lion. J. S. Black, the present distinguished Attorney
(General of the United States :

There has always been, since men began to reflect upon
Lhe manner in wbich the business of life wtut to be cari ied
ua, a well-understood distinction between the man of actionand the iuau t>f thought. Each one, Imperfect in
liinlseif, is the complement of the other. The mere man
»f action who cannot reflect, the mere man of thought
whose habits of mind indispose him to vigorous action,
inch, in his way, is unfitted to perform a man's part in
Lhe world.,. The Speculative student may devise the most
ingenious theories for the government of the world. His
lystcin may appear to be homogeneous, and each part
may seem to be consistent with each other. But for want
jf the practical skill which lielongs to the mou of action,
is Mr. Carlyle says of the old French republic, "the 0011ititutionwill uot march." The mere man of action, on

the other hand, fails when the exercise of inventive pow3ris required of him. His efforts arc spasmodic, iucoulistent,Ik-crusc he lacks the iuvestigathig and reflecting
ipirit which penetrates into tiie reason and harmony of
tilings. If practical sagacity Is to theory what a drop of
jil is to a complicated machine, reflection and study arc
a> active talent what the colli|sow is to the ship by directingher oh her course. The present Attorney General of
the United States presents a remarkable combination of
latieut thought and cultivation, with strong sense, which
-nakles his vigorous powers to bo displayed to the best
idvantage.
The Hon. J. 8. Black was horn in the year 1810, in

Somerset county, in Pennsylvania, llis hither, a man of
excellent character and sense, belonged to that agriculturalclass to which America owes so many of her eminent
lien. The son, alter a careful education, studied the
irol'ession of tiie law witli the Hon. Chaunccy Forward,
>f Somerset, and was at an early age admitted to prac,ice.U was soon discovered that he itosscwed not only
ui intellect capable of being cultivated to higk degree,
nit extensive stores of information aiul a vigorous logic,
lowerer individuals may at times considor that their
'laiius to public estimation are not properly appreciated,
t seldom happens that the merits of a man do not receive
iiibstantial justice ; and in the case of Mr. Black, hiH acomplishiueutsand sound political views obtained for him
he democratic nomination to Congress, which, however,
or private reasons, he declined. At tho age of thirtywoyears he wus appointed president judge of one of the
udicial districts of Pennsylvania, in wliich position ho
cmainod until the year 1861, when ho was elected to the
tipremo bench. He held this office until the year 1851,
rnen he wus elected cnict justice ol the supremo court
ly a vote which, by its appreciation of IiIh distinguished
Merits, Is onu of tho few Instances which, In a measure,
edeem tho defects inherent in an olectivo judiciary. It
ras from this eminent )xmition that he was taken to
trcngthen and adorn the cabinet of President Buchanan.
T~t Ins judicial capacity, Chief Justice Black Was noted

lot only for Ids stores of legal learning, but for the liter.ryskill and pointed style by which his decisions were ilustrated.By persons who know no better tho luw lias
teen said to be a dry and barren profession and those to
rliom thinking is a troublesome task often rejieat oracuarlythe idea that it renders the intellect acute without
xpanding it. In vain is it to remind such persons of
kuxm and Mansfield and Brougham, of Marsiudl and Kent
lid Webster. Tho expression, once stereotyped, is, in
heir view, the vehicle of a universal truth, as undeniailoas the doctrine of gravitation or the pro|HisUions of
Cuclid. But the professors of the law have lieen aceusomcdfor long years to bear this burden, as they ore ialenwith most of the sins of the statutes which our wise
Legislatures enact. That, upon a rightly-constituted
uind, tho study of the law exercises the most widening
,nd expanding influence, Judge Black is a prominent
iroof. In ids decisions he seises u|ion those points
n tlie case which the controversy between the pariesrequires to lie settled. His judgment is too
igorous to bo led astray by fanciful analogies which
iave but a remote collateral bearing upon the point
lefore him, bat, with that common sense which is
he foundation of the character of every man worthy of
icing remembered, he Axes his attention upon the subtantialquestions in the case. To some men, whose percptivepowers aro dull, the labor of acquiring informaionis so great that, disheartened by the task, they do
tot receive that justice which their reasoning powers deerve.But others are born with the insatiable desire of
mowing whatever there is In the world Wdrthy to be known,
aid to this class Judge Black tielohgs. The world of
Kicks, the records of the toils of our uncestorH in strug;lingtowards tile light, tho depositories which reveal to
is what those who huvo gone before us have suffered and
earned, and in what they have erred.this universe of
eflection is something of which no one who wishes
veil to perform his part can afford td lie Ignorant.
I'iie judge who knows only wliat statutes have
mxiii enacted. and what derisions have Iwcii made is
mt ill-fitted for his duties. Outside of these, there
s tho history of events which shows the reason why
aws were enacted, the history of religion casting
ight upon the state of moral sentiment in the com nullity,the history of manners indicating the progress of
ociety in refinement, and the existence of new social
ights giving birth to a more complete system of laws,
mil tho history of literature, which records tho various
itcps made by mankind in their intellectual advancement,
['he man who, like Judge Black, feels that nono of these
iiibjects are alien from his pursuits, but that each of them
nust contribute to give his intellect fulness and the pow;rof well-balanced action, differs as widely from the canctccumulatinglawyer as the mason who lays the stones of
.ho Capitol differs from the ingenious and tasteful archicctwho planned its fair proportions. The lawyer who
dies upon mere precedent no more looks beyond It and
a) its reason than the workman looks beyond the bricks
which he places in their position. It is only tho conitructivcmind of the legal architect which can see in the
xmfused materials before him the edifice which ids skill
ind judgment will enable him to roar. He perceives the
;ruth lying in the midst of contradictions, as the sculptor
liscerns the statue in tho unformed marble. Chief JusticeBlack never touched a subject without illustrating it
;>y the light of his learning ; and his learning is not an
ndiscriminatc collection of barren facts, but a treasure scootedwith appreciating patience from the storehouses of
.lie |>ast.

It has been sometimes said that the combination of
itcraturc with law is ati unnatural one, that the law
nakes the literary powers dull, and literature makes the
aw sujicrftcial. Where there is but little literature and
ess law the remark may lie true. But the jiersons who
Jdnk that legal learning is not both adorned nn<l
itrcngthened by literary skill are generally those who, us

,hcy are innocent of literary taste, are proportionally iglorantof the law. Men cannot sympathize with what
hey do not understand. The lawyer who is satisfied with
i precedent derives as much instruction from a barren
lictum of Coke as from the luminous judgments of
Mansfield or of Kent. Next to the subject-matter of a
udlcial opinion is the mnnner in which it is set forth. If
11in be hard and narrow, destitute of fitness and roasonng|>owor, the judgment may be of value as a precedent,
>ut it will not oonvince the mind, nor make a contribuiouofmuch moment to thestoresof the profession. Cases
nay be, and sometimes arc, decided upon precedent* alone,
tecause the law has been so settled by a long series of
lecislons, and the office of a judge is not to enact the
aw. But when precedents are wanting, thnt mind is
est qualified for the judicial hinetion which, having
argc stores to select from, designates Ix tweto that which
s pertinent und that which docs not illustrate the quesionto l»e deckled, and, having reached the projtcr conclnlion,states it in such a way, combining elegance witli
itrength, as impresses the mind of the reader with its corectncss.This is one of the peculiar felicities of .Judge
(Hack's judicial character, that he can not only see the
ruth, hut can state it in such a manner that others can
erceive it likewise. His reasoning faculty uses his leaningas an instrument to work with, and Ids imagination
mparts a glow to Wit. His mind acts l>oth rapidly and
Lccurstely. He is not compelled, like some judges, to
;oil on his dreary way, slowly striving to master the governingidea of the cose but he grasp* it at once, and hy
iiu nliuif!(< iwiwcr fiiAliionK thp finniMidii intu Dim nmiwr

ihapc. t

In a sketch of Judge Black It would be a grave omisilonIf we were to fail to notice his lofty and generous
riows on the subject of religious liberty. There are few
nore remarkable productions than an address delivered
>y him on this subject at the annual commencement of
Pennsylvania College in Beptenilx'r last. Ho understands
ho character of the 1'uritans, their narrow views, their
>itter seal, and their uneasy temper. He thoroughlyappreciatesthe unhealthy intellect and the cold cruelty of
he persecutor and the bigot. The sarcastic tone, not
riolent and coarse, but delicate and cutting as a Damsonsblade, which pervades this address, gives it a radness
ind point which impart an Inexpressible charm to his
ityle. The Puritans had unlimited jpowers of endurance and
k bravery as great as ever animated the souls of men. If,
n addition to these qualities, they had not been, In their
>wn hard and cruel way, honest and troe, mankind
ronId now regard them as the most repnlsive tyrants that
iver afflicted the earth. Philip the Hccond and the Duke
>f Alva never displayed qualities more alien from a
Christian life than the actions of the Puritans showed

thca^o possess Their persecution of Koger William*
U described by Judge Black with a jmthetic eloquence, a

noble e coin of religious tyranny, and a force of c-xpres
sion which place this address on a level with the best
productions of American and i&ngllsh literature. Tinexquisiteaptness of his language will strike any ouc who
has taste enough to like "proper words in proper places,"
and who has reflection enough to know how often in this
world "words are things." Tire man who has ideas to
convey, and who wishes his readers to understand him,
will naturidly express himself in the simple and earnest
way in which the ideas occur to his mind. If he write
merely for the sake of writing, and in order to please
himself with the melody of his own words if he think
more of iris manner and less of his matter.he may constructwell-balanced sentences, but be will never make an

impression upon tire mind of the render. His taste must
be cultivated and his resources enlarged, and he will then
have a full treasury from which to supply his wants.
When such a man writes he will instinctively use the
words which best convey iris ideus, iris language will Inappropriate,and the reader's ingenuity will not bu taskedto discover what he means. There is so much fuv
writing and so much bud writing iu tire world, that it is
refreshing to meet with a writer who, like Judge Black,
recommends to our favor his just views and weighty
thoughts by the graceful garments in which he arrays
tiu-m. He who runs may read, and he who reads rememberswhat lie says. He makes no elaborate- attempt
to interest us by |>ninful rhetoric and mournful attempts
at wit, and, by the absence of any effort to charm, pleases
us the mam. There is no reason why a judicial opinion
should not be us well expressed ns an essay in the Spectator; and the style oif Addison and of Steele would surely
do no harm in the innumerable volumes witli which our

national fondnesH for litigation overy year iuundates the
profession of the law.

'There is ono judicial quality which Judge Black pos
Bosses hi an eminent degree, and that is fearlessness. A
timid man is of hut little use anywhere, but if there is a
I>osition where he is [leculiurly out of place it is upon the
bench. The duty of a judge is to determine between
conflicting interests. If, instead of doing this with a singleeyo to the truth, he is actuated by u fear of what
bystanders may say ; if he looks, not to the performance
of his duty, but to the effect he may produce upon the
public, or- the parties, he had better retire, while yet he
may, and veil Ids timidity in a decent otiscurity. That
Judge Black, in ids present eminent position, will act well
Ids part, without fear or favor, the experience of ids life
gives uk reason to ls'licvo. His rct;|K>nsibilitics will l>c
great, but he is able to bear them. His duties will be
luborious and complicated, but lie lias learning, Industry,
and discrimination suflicient to discharge them. Weanticipatenot only that ho will lie true to the country and
to hlniHclf in his cai>acity us constitutional adviser to the
President, but that his opinions, when thoy shall lie published,will form a valuable contribution to the stores of
professional knowledge.
Ore Iriond and correspondent, "A Lookkr On,"

writing us from that moat popular watering place the

Fuuipiier White Sulphur Springe, gives ua a aketch of
tho intellectual entertainments which the visitors to
that celebrated place of health and fashion enjoy.
Their entertainments are variod, and suited to tho
high standard of intelligence and refinement of the

society which assembles there. To the fashionable
amusements.such as music, song, and tho dance.
are added the charms of- poetry, presented by the

living voice of female genius and taste, and tho ancientTournament with all its gorgeous equipments
and brilliant display of skill and gallantry.
Wo hope that our fair and gifted correspondent,

"La Christie," will lay us under additional obligationsby giving us such a description of the Tournament,
as no one else can, for the gratification and entertainmentof our readers. Her letters to tho Union,

written with so much taste and purity of style, have
been received with tho greatest favor, and perused
with unabated pleasure by all classes of our readers.
The dry and grave discussion of politics, and tho
earnest and protracted controversy on political measures,which constantly fill the columns of tho Union,
have boon most agreeably varied by tho communicationsof "La Christie." 8I10 has greatly charmed our

readers, and acquired enduring reputation for herself.
Faoqc >.a Wn.rx Kci.i'iuitt Srntxcis,

September 10, 1857.
7b the Editor of the Union:
A bracing, delightful morning, illumined by a glorious

sen, makes us enjoy the recollections of this arulvonuiry,
so memorable for the victory on loke Erie. We have
a cliai .ninir comnanv of most agreeable people now oh-

gambled Iierc ; anil w lUi the vai /ing excitement of each
successive day, including the receipt of the evening anil
morning papers of the District end Alexandria, a few
hours after publication, we might boast of a temporary
advantage over you.
On Tuesday your correspondent (La Christie) was prevailedon to favor the ladies and gentlemen generally

with a specimen of her style of elocution hy public readingsfrom gift xl authors. She was aided by amateurs in
voc.1 and instrumental music, and by universal consent
it was deemed one of the most rfcherchc and delightful
intellectual entertainments ever enjoyed.

Miss J.'s reading of " I Have Nothing to Wear" surpassedanything of the kind I ever heard, and seemed to
ire a'most universally esteemed faultier. Tire music, too,
was equally exquisite.one of the most distinguished fcmnlovoices in the Union lending its nrelody amidst associationswhich seemed almost hallowed by the appreciativeaudience. After the interchange of mutual corrgratulatloirsin having enjoyed suclt a treat, tire hand was

introduced, and a brilliant ball kept up till midnight.
The next day the tournament of the season came off

with all its pomp ami ceremonies. Nineteen knights,
most of them on splendid horses, entered the lists to establishtheir skill iu horsemanship and win tire prize of
beauty. During tire first round twelve of the number,
ridiitg at fttll speed, struck tire centre of a small ring,
and tore it off on the points of their lairr-rs, to the amazementof from 800 to 1,000 beholders.

All considered it the moat successful tournament that
had over been witnessed here. But I will not attempt its
description, and must leave that to some more practises!
pen.
At night the quoen was crowned, (a liearrtifirl young

lady from Norfolk;) anil the very crowded bull-roonr.an
empire of pleasure.was under lrer reigtt, till theapprooeh
of "the small hours" admonished repose, which was by
iro means uninterrupted, as tire serettailers, in sweet
strains, breathed tire intensity of tlreir devotion at various
atirtnjHi

Like the bewildered Hibernian, who mistook a real
explosion on the stage for a paitof the play, I wp < disponed,on awaking this morning, to ask, "What is to
come next t" The response was at hrnd. rlne f-'ticy
ball to-night.

But, Mr. Editor, h*t I forget in the confusion all I
have seen, I send you ties bill that, if possible, "you may
l>e there to seo" and enjoy it with your friend,

A LOOKKU ON.

An opportunity is now afforded tho northern philanthropiststo reduce their theories to practice. A
Mr. Jenk'ns, through one of the Solma (Alabama)
papers, propones to sell 733 slaves at an average of
8700 each to tho compensatory emancipationists who
recently hold a national convention at Cleveland,
Ohio, They are to remove them in twenty days beyondthe "mits of the slave States, and provide for
all their wants for twolve months ^fterwarde.

EXTREMES MFET.
Tlio Charleston Mercury agrees with ns that PresidentBuchanan had better have let the New Haven

memorial alone.
[Af. V*. Evening Past, (hltuJc-republican.)

TEH1IANTEPEC.
The New Orleans Courier of the 6th says :

"We learn f'om Mr. Hoyt, who arrived last evening
from Minatitlan, that the rainy season had set in, and
had caused a suspension of the work on the road, hut all
feci sanguine that the road will he completed this fall.
The country is perfectly hnaltliy."

H. M. Rinney, of Wheeling, wns arrested on Wednesdaylast at that place, charged with robbing the United
Stales mail at Chicago, In February, 1856, of the sum of
9250. He wns lodged in jail and will have a hearing lieforethe United States court, now in session at Wheeling.

DEPARTMENT NEWS.

KTATE OU-ABTMBMT

Stade Duet..Au intelligent corn*i>oudent, residing in

Oldenburg, ban furnished the following information concerningthe tolli collected by Hanover at Stade, on the
Kibe, from vessels coming from ecu and bound to Humburg,Altons, and other place* on the river :

'lire authorities of Hamburg are not, as it ap|H*rs to
me, very anxious to see thoee tulle abolished, for Hamburgenjoy* for her veeeeU freedom from the toll*. Her
vessels thus have a preference in the currying of freight
from foreign |iart*. Thin in one of tlie reuHotin why, ho

far, American vessels participate in the immense trade
which Hamburg han witli South America, China, Auntralia,and the Kartt and Went Indie*. It i* not likely tliat
*ho will take any initiatory *te|w for the abolition of
these dues, for fear of lueing thin advantage and liaving
to ]>ay a large proportion of the amount required for
their capitalization in cane she Hhould show much deeiro
to have them al>oliHlie<l. The greater part of her more

HUgooiouH and liberul merchants would, however, rejoiceto hoc Homo steps taken to cause the Hanoverian
government to rclbuiuish it* claim for the collection of
Huch arbitrary tollx.

As hooii an the Stade toll* on the lower part of the
Kibe Khali be abolished, the tolls now collected by Dennuirk,(in Laucukurg,) Mecklenburg, lTtiHHia, Anhalt,
Bernburg, Dessau, Kothcn, and Saxony, on the upper
Kibe, would thereupon also soon be abolished. Austria
has already ceased to collect Hitch tolls in Bohemia, and
thereby Iuih Met a pmlmcworthy example.
To nhow the injuriouM effects of these tolls upon the

sale of American produce, I will give a Mingle example :

'lite freight on cotton Hkip|>ed from Humburg into the
interior per railroad iu otic year amounted to $153,170;
which, if it hail Inert shipped by the river to its destination,would Itave jsiid $28,125 river toll; consequently, it
could have been sent into the interior of Germany at
that much lens expense if the tolls hod not been in existence,and the river transportation could have conic into
competition witli the ruilroud, for no such tolls are collectedon the railroad lines.

However oppressive the collection of fclilH toll at Stade
1* on the part of the Hanoverian government, ancient
privilege and usages, and the consent of most nations tradingon the Kllio, huvc long since converted this odious toll
into something of a positive right vested in the King of
Hanover.
The tolls collected by llauovcr differ, however, csscnH,.ll.iv..m th« r riv.T tnllu nn the tinner fc'.llie fur

the governments which collect such tolls give ftt least
some equivalent to commerce by keeping the river ami
its banks in navigable order. Hanover docs nothing of
the kind on the lower Kibe, us all the improvements for
the benefit of tho shipping on the river ure put up and
maintained at the expense of the city of Hamburg alone ;
consequently, this toll is only called a sea toll, liko the
tolls heretofore collected by Denmark at Elsinorc, and
not a river toll. But Denmark oontribubil largely to
the safety of the shipping )Kissing through the sounds by
maintaining lights, buoys, beacons, &c., at considerable
expense,

llanovor will find it vory difficult to get the consent of
all other nations who trade on ttie Elbe to capitalize
these tolls, particularly such as were not parties to the
convention of tho States bordering on the Kibe held uud
concluded at Dresden in 1844.

This convention, which assembled at Dresden to carry
out article 108, and the articles following it, of the
general treaty of the Congress Of Vienna concluded
June 0, 1815, and the appended act No. XVI, (sec
"Translation of ttie general treaty signed in Congressat Vienna,") consisted of delegates from Hanover,Denmark, Prussia, Hamburg, Anlialt, Saxony,
and Austria; who wore the parties directly interested
in tho tolls on the Elbe ami the only [towers which
actually legalized the collection of tolls at Ktade, withoutrequiring an equivalent to be given by Hanover to
those from whom they are collected. It is therefore held
now that these States ought to be the only ones who
should contribute to its capitalization ; and Also because
article 117 of the above-mentioned general treaty and
No. XVI of tho act appended to the same only make
mention of and regulate the tolls on the "Rhine,"
"Necker," "Moselle," "Mouse," and "Scheldt."
Denmark, also, having obtained the freedom of her

own commerce between her various ports end places on

the river, will object to pay much towards a capitalizationof the tolls.
To make the collection of these tolls witli as little troubleand detention as possible to the shipping, and thereby

avoid opposition from other [lowers, Hanover and Hamburgagreed, in a separate convention, that the former
should collect the monov through an agent at Hamburg.
Accordingly, the papers of the vowels are given up at Htadc,
and from tlicnce tliey are sent to the Hanoverian agent
in Hamburg, who collects the tolls from the consignees
or brokers of tho vessels, and delivers the receipts to the
captains. This, however, gives much cause of complaint,
as the papers arc often detained by the authorities at
Htadc for several days, and consequently the vessels cannotdischarge their cargoes, and arc put to much loss and
inconvenience by the detention. It is, however, understoodthat the Hanoverian government gave to the Senate
of Hamburg, upon the conclusion of the uliove-mentioncd
convention, the assurance that the toll-accounts should
be made up within twenty-four hours after the delivery
of the pa|>ers at Stadc, and that they should he handed
over to the consignees or brokers of the vessel without
further delay.

Vessels hare, moreover, mother detention ; for, on

Iiassiug down the river Elbe when going to sea, they have
again to stop at Htadc to deliver the toll receipts which
were obtained in Hamburg, and pay a fee of 18 cents to
the toll-boat.
The question of Lho Htadc dues is not one in which the

States of Germany have a direct interest, hut a question
to be settled with Hanover alone; and the latter power
.having freed all vessels and their cargoes bound for Harburg(the Hanoverinn port on tho El lie opposite Hamburg)from those toils, and having no support from tho
sympathy of any nation in this matter, it would lie very
creditable to any foreign government to take some steps
towards freeing tho commerce of the world f"oui another
of its shackles.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

Removal*..John 8. Ncviiih, 2d class clerk in Third Auditor'soffice, removed.
Robert Kicketts, 3d class clerk in Fourth Auditor's office,removed.
George W. Hall, 2d class clerk in Tnird Auditor's office,removed.

NAVY DEPARTMENT.

<liiri-mrrtMl..A naval court-martial has liccn ordered
to assemble in Washington city on tho 23d instant for
tho trial of 1 ieut. L. H. Lyno. '1 lie court is to consist of
the following officers Captains It. II. Ciuininghnm and
A. A. Harwood ; Commanders W. W. Hunter, T. J. 1'age,
T. A. Jenkins, Jolm Rodger*, and J. B. Marchand. J.
M. Carlisle judge advocate.

THE FALL OF STILL ANOTHER POLITICAL
PARSON.

One after another of the political clergy of the

country are Being exposed for their moral delinquencies.The lost case wo liavo to record is f-ym the
Galena (Mercer county, Ohio,) Standard of the 3d
inst., which says that the Rev. Wesley Brock, who
is ono of the loudest black-republicans in the Northwest,an old minister, and recently president older
of the district, has boon guilty of the crime of seduction,and the lady whom ho has seduced has commencedlegal proceedings against him. The Standard,in noticing the matter, says :

" We do not give publicity to this debusing crime of
Mr. Brock with any intention of injuring the Church.
Far from it. Our sympathies have always been with the
denomination of which ho bns Ixvn a lending, but now

fnllcn, star. But we have always thought, and still believe,that so long as the Church |>ermits its preachers to
dabble In politiiw to the neglect of their religious duties,
it is tunning against itself In not silencing the renegades
immediately. By such a course the Church would soon

regain the ground lost in the (lost few years, ami restore
confidence among the people ; so long as political preachingis allowed it will continue to suffer."

The Griffin (Goorgia) Empire State of the 9th

Rays :

"It will be perceived r-om our column* t i-day that
Col. Bailey, our candidate for Congress, has a series of
appointments, extending nearly through the district. lie
has gone to work in good earnest, and our friend ' Bohuol'may hang his harp upon tho willows."

The Frederickshurg News says that a lmr of gold,
valued at 91,228, was deposited in tho Ixmk at that plain
a few days since, from the Vancluse mine, KpottSylvania
county. It was the product of twenty days' labor.

ror Um UMml

THE RELENT KUflUTlONS IN NORTH CAROLINA
Mk Kioto* A few (lavs ago 1 notkwl in your jwper i

abort editorial discoursing upou tin; rwvnt elections >u

this State lor Congress, which editorial yon wound up
with tlit declaration Unit North Carolina, with lg-r 27,000
democratic majority, was ike banner State of Ure Union
The democracy fool themselves complimented exceedingly
with this praise, and surely they deserve not a litUe for
the gallant uiunner in which tlicy have fought the1'
know-nothing enemy. Tlicy accomplished much but let
me assure you, Mr. Editor, it was in their power to have
accomplished more. They were su< ossful in every district
of the State uxeept the 5th, and in this one tliey fought
under a great disadvantage. They fought with no spirit
at all not becuuso thoy IiimI an idea lliut unices* was out
of their power, but because tliey did not have a candidate
witli whom they were well pleased. Mr. Stephen R
Williams, who run against Mr. (liliuer, declared liiuiselt
a cundULite a few days before the democratic convention
was to be held, anil thus, in n manner, forced himsell
upon the democracy of Uie district. This imprudent conductof ids was the sole cause of the know nothing vie
tory iu the (lullford district. It caused the whole |mrly
to Is) very lukewarm lit Ids favor; many would not
go to the (sills, anil so greatly dissatisfied were solus that,
had Wuddlo, one of the know-nothing candidates, remainedin the field, they would have voted for (Jllim-r to
defeat his election. The democracy of this State ate de
voteclly given to conventions, ami when a r ndiilnlu
comes forward without the nomination, or endorsement
of one, or in o(i|ss>ition to cue, he i* as certainly doomed
to defeat us the day of election comes. Hie commanding
talents, the fine attainments, mid the preMfjr, of Abrsut
W. Venable nvuileil liiui nothing when lie came before
the people without u nomination, and tlio brilliant elo.
((uence of Duncan K. Mediae was displayed in vain under
similar circumstances, 'llromns L. CUngiuaii is tin: only
man in our State who can succceil without the aid of a

convention-- and this for the reason Unit lie can do «"»y.
thing that any other inmi can, mid for the reason timt
nearly all the democrats of his district have once Utii
wliigs like himself. Place him before the people in any
posiUon, and so deeply iu love with his genius do tliey
fall that they cannot find it in their power to go against
him. The mountaineers love liiui most hcartdy; unit
there is not a mortal on the top of the ground who
in his own district can hold him a light. Now, if such

V1.1.. ,.,,.,1.1 1 ,.i(l|
the aid of a convention, what could Mr. Williams expert
to do ? Ho Is a young gentleman of some talent, but not
sufficient to beat down tile billows of prejudice formed
against him by hix own conduct. In but a single countyin his district. Randolph.did he receive the full vote
of his iDirty. In the strong democratic county of Caswell
he fell neurly 600 votes behind the democratic strength,
and in his own county of Alamance he fell off over a hundred.In the aggregate his fallings-oil' from the vote

given to Governor Bragg, a year ago, amounted to alout
1,20(1, which, added to the vote he received, would havo
defeated Gilmer by ulimit 300 majority. Thug doth the
true cos*' stand. It is a matter of prufouud regret with

every democrat of the 5lh district that they did not have a

strong and aj>jH.iiUttI standard-hearer iu the Held. Nulssly
believes that if the Hon. John Kerr, or flu; Hon. Kuinuel
I*. Hill, or the Hon. Bedford Brown, of Cuswcll, or Roh
crt Mcl- '*), of Guilford, hod been the candidate of tlio

democracy, the "lone star" of Mr. G!,mer would never

have arisen atwve the horizon. They are all men of most
decided talents, and well known to the i>eoplc of the
State. Had cither of them been the candidate, the
Dutch-liating anil l'oi>o-fenring Samuel would have been
driven from the only stronghold which he can now

claim among the people of "the land of steady habits
tint there is reason to bcllovo that, lmd the Hon. John
Kerr lieen the man, poor Samuel, in his flight, would
havo left not a trace behind. Ho is much more [Dipolar
than he was two years ago ; he would have received the
entire democratic vote, with not a few of those who voted
for Gilmer.
Thus, Mr. Editor, do you see that, though wc of Noi.h

Carolina did well, with favor'ng eiruumstances wo might
have done liettcr. It is glory enough certainly to have
elected seven of the eight representatives from one of the
stannchest of the old whig States, but it would have Wen
exceedingly agreeable if wo could have filled the p'are
lately occupied t»y r. iwin u. ncnao uy a goou ami naming

doiuocr.it. 'I'liul gentleman in scum; of his votes Iwelly
enough misrepresented his constituents, and it is to lie
feared that John A. Gilmer will treat them after the
same goodly wise. So, Mr. Editor, let us hope it may
nevor ho I T.

For Uio Union.

JOSEPH IIOLT, ESQ.
An article in the Union of thiH morning, relative to the

newly-appointed Commissioner of Patents, contains one

or two slight errors, which, for tire sake of "the truth ol'
history," may as well bo at once corrected. The article
treats of Mr. Holt's great and eloquent speech in the NationalDemocratic Convention at ltaltimore, which nominatedVan Buren for President and Johnson for Vice
President. Hint convention was held in May, 1835, and
not in 183(>, as the writer states. This is one of tlio

slight errors I wish to have corrected. Another error is
the statement that Mr. Holt stood near the entrance or

door of the church, where the convention was in session,
when lie commenced his speech. I was in that enliven

linn nI. the lime taking- notes, as a whiir editor, and li»l>-
Iiencil to occupy ft Rent very near Mr. llolt, then A strangcrtome, when he arose to address the convention. He
was near the liaek pc>t of tho church, which was a very
com millions one, on Fayette street, and densely lilleii
aliove and below. I shall never forget Mr. ITolt's singularappearance at the time he essayed to speak. He was

[Mile, cadaverous, and apparently trembling, and for a few
seconds seemed to be unable to gain tho attention of the

great audience which hail been three days in session, ami
appeared to lie heartily tired of speech-making. Hut just
at the critical moment, I well recollect, Hhiulrack l'cnn,
then of the Louisville Public Advertiser, ami Robert T
Lj tie, of Cincinnati.lioth now in their graves ! simultaneouslyjumped ti|u>n the scats and cried out at the
top of their voices, "a m.-mVr uji i a memfter up /" This
cry at rested the attention of the convention and drew all
eyes toward Mr. Holt, who immediately gained confidence
and Belf-iKwsession, and proceeded to pour forth a stream
of eloipienee and eulogy in Isdialf of that old war-worn
soldier and patriot, ltichnrd M. Johnson, such as I had
never lieforo listened to. I was charmed, even as a politicalopponent of tho eulogist and eulogized, and tho
whole convention seemed to bo charmed also, and taken
captive; for, soon after, Johnson was nominated over

Win. C. Hives for Vice President, and tire convention adjournedharmoniously. POTOM AC.

Ki iiilall, ol the INow (moans ncayimo, mis wiui

of Chinese sugar cane growing on his plantation in Texiw
that it remind* him of the fellow who won the elephant
in a rnflle. He says: "Many of my friends in thia sectionare sanguine that this new grain or plant will drive
all others out of the ground, of that it will at least etfect
a perfect revolution in the way of furmlng in western
Texas. They are saving the seed to plant and lor hreisl,
they are making sirup and sugar of the Juice of the stalk,
they are feeding it out as gTeen hshler, and saving it op
for dry. No part, of it is wasted cattle, horses, sheep,
and hogs eat it clean, from the ground upwards, when
tho stalk is Hpe, and gain strength and grow fat upon it
An immense quantity of it will lie planted next year."
The Philadelphia Journal of yesterday says : "A I*"

was given Inst evening at Judge Peters's farm, by a nmn

Is r of farmers of the neighhoi ln«s|, and while the irierri
ment was at its height one of the paitici]«nuts, nanifl
Alexander linmel, alsuit forty years of age,'and appamnt
ly strong and hearty, fell dead upon the floor. His lis"'1
waxcla*|>ed within thatof a female relative, whom' thought!
no wools enn picture. The scene that ensued nwsls no

pen to portray ; the most letrren imagination needing
110 assistance to draw the picture. 'Hie (le ased was »

man of family."

The CJrand National Exhibition of horses at Rprlngflehl,
Massachusetts, on the second nnd Uiird of October, will,
it is said, Is- one of Urn graiuh-st nlVnirs of the kind sv*

wituessi'd in this count if.


